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Go To College? Get a Job?

Young adultsage 18-25 strongly
believeinthevaueof higher
education. Accordingto arecent
survey, thisistruefor most
African-Americans Asan
American, Hispanic/Latino, and
whiteyoung people. They fed thata |
collegeeducationwill helpthem:

m  Ganrespect,

m  Preparefor therea world,

m Getajob,

m Decreasetheir needto depend onasocia
support program, and

m Livefullerandhappier lives.

Infact, studiesdo show graduatesfrom a4-year

program earn moremoney and haveless

unemployment.

Most of theyoung adultsinthe PublicAgenda
survey said that their parentshad abig influenceon
their decision to attend college. About 60% said
their parents strongly expected themtogoto
college. Also, most had ateacher, coach or mentor
whotook aninterest in them and encouraged them
togotocollege.

Parents and interested adults have a deep
effect ontheir children and the decisionsthey
make.

About 1in 3 youngAmericansdoes not choose
to go onto any higher education. Most said that
collegewasnot for them. Instead, they were
anxioustofindwork and makemoney.

About 50% of theAfrican-Americanand

P /:\ Hispanicyouth believed lack of money kept
-

onefromgoingtocollege. Asan-
Americanand whitestudentsbelieved
that most peoplewhowerequdifiedto
attend college could find away to pay
< forit.

Collegeisnot for everyone.

g
i Compared to young peoplewitha?2 or

4year degree, however, thosewithout
adegreewere:
m  Lesshappyintherwork,
m  Took ajobwithout thinking about their future.

Lack of parentd encouragement seemed to play
aroleinwhy young peoplechoseto work rather
than attend college. Many that did not attend
college saidthat their parentswerenot their major
sourceof guidance,

Large numbersof theyoung adults surveyed
believed that their high school teachersand classes
could have donemoreto preparethemfor college.
They ds0 saidthey could havestudied harder while
inschool. Many wanted morecounsdorsintheir
high schools. About haf of thekidssaid their
counsglorsusualy tried to get to know them. The
other hdf fet like*just another faceinthecrowd.”

Studentsin high school need guidance. They
hopefor abright future. Adultsplay animportant
roleintheplanning of achild’sfuture. Parents,
however, area child'snumber one source of
influence, support, hope and encouragement.

& For more information log onto www.publicagenda.org

Call the Parent Help Line. We listen. We can find you help.
1-217-544-5808 or 1-888-727-5889 from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. , 7 days a week.
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