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Parents Can Help Stop Hazing
     Situations with teens can get out of control very
quickly, especially hazing. Often no adults are
involved or present to help.  Peers in a group may not
act responsibly, even when they do not approve of
what is happening.  Instead of coming to the rescue,
they may wait for someone else to act.  In social
situations, kids look to “leaders” for what to do.
Those that are easily influenced will do what their
leaders do – even if it is wrong.  Soon, others will
follow.  As kids watch what is happening, they think,
“It must be OK.  Every  one is doing it.”

• Talk to your teen about so-called
“rites of passage” at his school.

• Talk to other parents.  Find out
what is going on at your teen’s
school.

• Ask school officials about hazing
practices.  Urge them to adopt a
statement of awareness concerning
this  harmful practice.

• Help establish welcome/mentoring
programs for first-year and transfer
students.

• Review all traditions in all school
groups.

• Ask your school to require adult
supervision at all group functions.

• Do not cover up hazing incidents.
Report hazing immediately so
school officials can  deal with it.

• Verbal and physical abuse should
never be tolerated by anyone.
Parents and school staff can lead
the way in promoting respect of
others.

 For more information: www.stophazing.org


