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Call the Parent Help Line. Help is just a phone call away.                                                       
1-217-544-5808 or 1-888-727-5889, 10 a.m. to 10 p.m., 7 days a week

 www.parenthelpline.org

Brought to you by Parent Help Line and St. John’s Children’s Hospital

     First, learn 
the facts about 
lead poisoning.  
Children can get 
health problems 
by long- term 
exposure to 
lead.  They can 
encounter lead 
in:

Lead-based •	
paint on walls,
Lead contaminated dust,•	
Paint found on toys and•	
Plastic toys that contain •	
lead.

     Lead is invisible and has 
no smell.  Every day play can 
expose children to lead and 
lead dust.  If they put toys and 
their fingers in their mouth – 
as most children do – the lead 
enters their bodies.  
     In 1978, the U.S. banned 
lead paint for use in house 
paint, toys, and dishes.  
However, other countries still 
use lead paint.  U.S. stores sell 

toys imported from 
other countries.  Now, 
many toy makers 
test toys and work to 
make their toys safer.  
Stores also choose 
their toys with care.  
     This summer, the 
federal government 
passed an act that 
requires pre-sale 

testing of toys.  It includes 
stricter standards on lead.  
This December, toy and child 
product makers must by law 
test for lead.  On February 10, 
2009, all retailers and stores 
must follow the new lead 
standards. 
     Until the new federal act is 
in place, parents should choose 
holiday toy gifts with care. 
Toys that are already on store 
shelves or shipped now to stores 
for 2008 holiday gifts may still 
contain lead.  

For more information log onto 
www.omahahealthykids.org/
leadfacts_toys.html

Watch for Lead-Tainted Toys
Parents want their toddler’s toys to be fun, but safe.  Last year, companies had 
to recall many toys because they contained harmful levels of lead.  This year, 
before you start your holiday shopping, do your research.



Protect your children 
from harm.

Log onto the Centers •	
for Disease Control and 
Prevention and find a list 
of recalled toys.  This list 
contains pictures of the 
toys.  

Log onto the U.S. •	
Consumer Product 
Safety Commission site.  
You can find information 
on product recalls.  Sign 
up for regular e-mail tips.

Send in the registration •	
card when you buy a new 
product.

Be aware that used toys at •	
consignment shops and 
garage sales may contain 
lead.

If you have any concerns •	
about whether your child 
has been exposed to lead, 
call you doctor.  A simple 
blood test will confirm 
an elevated lead level. 


